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Tips on Creating 
Children’s Fiction



Consider the context that children’s texts are read in:

Children primarily look at 
the images in the books, 
reading the visual story.

First read-throughs usually 
happen with someone older 
than them, often an adult.

Using both the text and 
the visual information at 
the same time.

Revisiting and exploring 
the story over multiple 
months as they grow.



1. Language doesn’t have to be overly simplistic.

It’s best if the language is basic and clear, but it doesn’t have to be 
overly simplified.

Children’s stories are one of many tools that help children develop 
communication skills, so including a range of language is helpful.

As children read the stories with adults, they will ask questions to 
help clarify ideas they read about. The same is true of vocabulary.



2. Visuals and text are reliant upon each other.

They can build upon the story, using visuals to enhance and 
expand upon it or giving details without being explicit.

They can clarify the text of the story, making vocabulary clearer for 
a child reading on their own or giving additional information.

Or both!



3. Have fun with design 
and format!

As with anything, there’s no one correct 
way to design books for children.

Sometimes a story needs really clear design to 
go with it, to ensure that the message is clear.

But other times, a design that uses confusing or 
nonlinear elements can be just as fun and engaging.





4. Children’s stories are shared experiences.

Stories are often developed in ways that are interesting to a range 
of audiences, but focus primarily on young kids.

Note: This is why you occasionally find references for older people that 
definitely fly over kids’ heads. It’s a media that’s made for everyone.



Overall, just have fun with it and do what 
feels right.

Don’t worry about doing something…

… perfect.


